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A: To be honest that started in lockdown -  I joined my local youth strike group (Youth Strike 
Manchester) which is a part of UKSCN. I’ve been able to help organise days of actions and 
with the pandemic halting physical strokes it’s been great to be involved in digital strikes and 
alternatives.
 
DE: There has also been a lot of focus on COP26 lately because it’s taking place in Glasgow. 
What are you hoping will be achieved at COP26 this year?
 
A: I mean it’d be nice if they met the goals they set out! COP26 is a big event because it 
means that we could see real tangible change, but with the UK leading and not having start-
ed much climate action itself, instead it has goals, it’s worrying to see where this will go. How-
ever the work of the young people is as ever present and a lot of groups have been doing 
their part in the lead up to COP26!
 
DE: Finally, do you have anything you’d like to highlight to any young people reading this - like 
any issues that are particularly important to you or your activism, or recommendations for how 
people can help fight the climate crisis?
 
A: To young people who may be reading, your feelings are valid, we’re going through a pan-
demic that has direct links to global warming and we’ve seen horrific things like the sea being 
on fire and bad flooding. We deserve better from the generations beforehand who created 
the majority of the mess but we have the chance to be the change we want to see. That in 
itself is so powerful because we are our future leaders, scientists, and greatest thinkers. We 
need to revolutionise how we live our lives so we live alongside the land, instead of treating it 
like property.
 
DE: Thank you so much for taking the time to answer our questions, Anita!

You can follow Anita’s social media here ->

https://www.instagram.com/anitaokunde/
https://twitter.com/anitaokunde?lang=en
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The Latest Climate Change Research
In August 2021, the International Panel on 
Climate Change - IPCC - released an updated 
report warning of the dangers of the climate 
crisis. This contains details of research into 
the physical underlying causes of climate 
change. It will be followed by further reports 
on the impacts of the climate crisis and how to 
reduce these impacts over the following year 
or so.

The report listed some of the following 
changes that different regions across the 
planet are likely to see if greenhouse gas 
emissions are not drastically reduced:

 

This piece is called Changing by the artist Alisa Singer. It 
is on the cover of the August 2021 IPCC report.

Image credit: Alisa Singer
“Climate change is intensifying the water 
cycle. This brings more intense rainfall and 
associated flooding, as well as more intense 
drought in many regions.”

“For cities, some aspects of climate change 
may be amplified, including heat (since 
urban areas are usually warmer than 
their surroundings), flooding from heavy 
precipitation events and sea level rise in 
coastal cities.”

“Climate change is affecting rainfall 
patterns. In high latitudes, precipitation is 
likely to increase, while it is projected to 
decrease over large parts of the subtropics. 
Changes to monsoon precipitation are 
expected, which will vary by region.”

“Coastal areas will see continued sea 
level rise throughout the 21st century, 
contributing to more frequent and severe 
coastal flooding in low-lying areas and 
coastal erosion. Extreme sea level events 
that previously occurred once in 100 years 
could happen every year by the end of this 
century.”

“Changes to the ocean, including warming, 
more frequent marine heatwaves, ocean 
acidification, and reduced oxygen levels have 
been clearly linked to human influence. These 
changes affect both ocean ecosystems and 
the people that rely on them, and they will 
continue throughout at least the rest of this 
century.”

“Further warming will amplify permafrost 
thawing, and the loss of seasonal snow cover, 
melting of glaciers and ice sheets, and loss of 
summer Arctic sea ice.” 

The scientists who wrote the paper stated that 
the temperature of the Earth’s surface has 
risen faster since 1970 than in any other 50-
year period over the past 2000 years. They do 
also state, however, that rises in temperatures 
could be halted if we can cut global emissions 
in half by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050.

A shortened version of the report is available 
for anyone to read here. 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_SPM.pdf
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The run-up to COP26
To gain a deeper understanding of the approach different countries have been taking to 
decrease emissions and increase resilience to climate change, 2021’s COP president Alok 
Sharma has visited different nations to see first-hand some of the approaches they are taking. 
For example:
• In Indonesia he visited a forest of mangroves, small trees that grow along coastal waters 

and protect the land from being damaged by stormy seas
• In Turkey he met with the environment minister to discuss ways of transitioning from fossil 

fuels to clean energy
• In Bolivia he met indigenous leaders on the edge of the Amazon rainforest who are on the 

frontlines of the effects of climate change.

There are also many international conversations that will be taking place in the months 
running up to COP26 in November. In September, the UN General Assembly - where countries 
get together to discuss and debate international affairs - will be meeting, with climate action 
likely to be high on the agenda; and at the end of October - right before COP26 - will be 
the G20 summit, where the richest nations will get together to discuss issues around money 
and the economy. Hopefully there will be a lot of conversations about investing money into 
fighting climate change!

The COP26 team have put together some resources for schools which are all about climate 
action and some ideas for how you can take part.  

Alok Sharma meeting indigenous leaders in Bolivia, 
listening to their experiences of climate change.

Image credit: @AlokSharma_RDG Twitter

https://together-for-our-planet.ukcop26.org/schools-pack-resources/

