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Young Climate Activists
Welcome to our Young Climate Activists pack!
Inspired by the passion and action of young people across the world fighting to create 
change in the face of the climate crisis, we have put together a resource to highlight who 
some of these people are and what they’ve achieved.

We are launching this pack on August 23rd 2021: 10 weeks before COP26 begins in Glasgow.

Why is COP26 important?
COP26 - also known as the 2021 United Nations Climate 
Change Conference - is a meeting of representatives 
from almost every country in the world to discuss how we 
will tackle the climate crisis. It was meant to take place in 
2020, but was delayed by a year because of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Have you heard of the Paris Agreement? It was created at COP21 back in 2015. Currently 
194 out of 206 nations in the world, plus the Europen Union, have signed it. It’s a declaration 
stating that countries will:
• Work together to limit the temperature increase of the planet to well below 2°C (ideally 

aiming for less than 1.5°C)
• Adapt to a changing climate
• Create plans to protect communities and nature
• Make money available to deliver on these goals

COP26 is when all parties are required to give an update on their plans and progress, 
meaning world leaders will have to have very important, diffcult discussions about whether  
everyone’s plans are good enough.

Fridays for Future
Young people across the globe have campaigned tirelessly to 
convince world leaders to keep the promises they made when they 
signed the Paris Agreement - and more.

Young people all over the world have been fighting for the planet 
since long before 2018, when the #FridaysForFuture movement 
began. Over the years FFF has grown to be a huge international 
push, helping to mobilise, organise, and focus efforts on those in 
power to have the most impact.

It would be impossible for us to feature the amazing work and passion of every single young 
climate activist out there, but we have chosen a range of people from across the planet for 
you to read and learn more about. We’ve also got a selection of hands-on activities you can 
do to get ready for COP26.
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#ChildrenVsClimateCrisis
What is #ChildrenVsClimateCrisis?

It is an offcial complaint  
presented to the United 
Nations by sixteen young 
climate activists from 
around the world.

The activists, aged 
between 8 and 17 
years old, submitted the 
complaint in September 
2019. It is a protest against 
the lack of government 
action on the climate 
crisis across the world. The 
complaint was lodged to 
the UN’s Committee on the 
Rights of the Child, arguing 
that the failure to tackle the 
climate crisis is a violation of 
children’s human rights.

What does tackling the climate crisis have to do with children’s 
rights?
The petitioners highlight what the Convention on the Rights of the Child says. This is an 
agreement made by world leaders which promises that countries will respect, protect, and 
fulfil children’s right to life. It means that countries must have laws that make sure children live 
healthy lives, protecting them from danger and keeping them healthy as much as possible.

The #ChildrenVsClimateCrisis petition argues that if countries aren’t protecting children from 
the dangers of climate change, then they aren’t respecting and upholding their rights, and 
this goes against the UN’s agreement to ensure children lead safe, healthy lives.

In other words, if countries fail to respond quickly and effectively 
to climate change, children won’t be protected from its potentially 
dangerous consequences.

The sixteen activists hail from nations including Brazil, France, the Marshall 
Islands, Nigeria, and the USA.

Image credit: childrenvsclimatecrisis.org
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What is in the petition?
The sixteen young activists have identified five 
countries that they are holding to account: 
Argentina, Brazil, France, Germany, and 
Turkey. 

They have chosen these nations because 
they believe their efforts to combat climate 
change have been too slow and ineffective, 
and because they have produced a lot of 
pollution.

The petition itself is almost 100 pages long, 
and includes both scientific evidence to back 
their argument up and recommendations of 
how nations can take meaningful action. 

Some of these recommendations to countries 
include:
• Regularly reviewing and amending their 

climate adaptation policies;
• Starting conversations with other nations 

about how they can cooperate to tackle 
the crisis;

• Recognising that the climate crisis is a 
children’s rights crisis.

Who are the activists?
We have highlighted four of the activists and why they are passionate about combating the 
climate crisis below.

This is just a brief introduction to each of them, there is a more detailed profile later on in their 
relevant section!

You can find out more about all 16 young people who created the petition here, on the 
#ChildrenVsClimateCrisis website.

If you would like to look at the petition, click on the 
picture above.

https://childrenvsclimatecrisis.org/
https://childrenvsclimatecrisis.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2019.09.23-CRC-communication-Sacchi-et-al-v.-Argentina-et-al-Redacted.pdf 
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Greta Thunberg

Ridhima Pandey

The most well-known face of the youth climate activism 
movement, Greta is an 18-year-old from Stockholm, Sweden. 
In august 2018, at the age of 15, she started sitting outside the 
swedish parliament with a sign saying “skolstrejk för klimatet”, 
which translates to “school strike for climate”. Within a short 
amount of time, other young activists around the world started 
protesting too, creating the “fridays for future” movement. 
Four Months after her first day of protesting, in December 2018, 
Greta was addressing the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, saying:

“This is the biggest crisis humanity has ever faced. First we have 
to realise this and then as fast as possible do something to stop 
the emissions and try to save what we can save.”

The #ChildrenVsClimateCrisis petition was submitted just over 
a year after Greta’s first protest, highlighting the speed and 
determination with which these activists have worked to have 
their voices heard.

Image credit: 
childrenvsclimatecrisis.org

In 2013, when she was 5 years old, Ridhima and her family 
experienced dangerous rainstorms and deadly floods in their 
town of Haridwar in northern India. In 2017, at the age of 9, 
Ridhima sued the Indian government for their inaction against 
climate change. In 2019, she joined #ChildrenVsClimateCrisis, 
explaining the noticeable changes in weather patterns in the 
petition:

“The rainy season is getting shorter. The rain used to last for 
weeks during the rainy season but now the rain that does fall 
only lasts for a day every once in a while. It is not consistent like 
before.”

The inconsistent rainfall results in droughts when it doesn’t rain 
and floods when it does rain, because the levels of rainfall are 
much more intense. Now 13 years old, Ridhima continues to be 
a passionate advocate for climate action and is a member of 
the Youth Advisory Council for COP26.

Image credit: 
childrenvsclimatecrisis.org

https://www.Instagram.Com/gretathunberg/
https://twitter.Com/gretathunberg
https://www.instagram.com/ridhimapandeyy/
https://twitter.com/ridhimapandey7
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Carlos Manuel

Litokne Kabua

Carlos lived in the Philippines when he was little before moving 
to the Pacific island nation of Palau in 2008. Living in countries 
with beautiful coastlines, Carlos spent a lot of his time at the 
beach while he was growing up, and over the years noticed 
that weather patterns seemed to be changing. When learning 
about climate change at school, he realised why those 
changes were happening. 

In 2013, Supertyphoon Haiyan devastated parts of Palau and 
forced friends of Carlos’s to relocate, and in the petition it is 
explained that the only hospital in Palau’s region of Koror will 
have to relocate because it is under threat from rising sea levels.

Addressing the UN at the Climate Action Summit in 2018 when 
submitting the petition, Carlos said:

“Our homes are being swallowed up by the ocean. The places where memories were made, 
the places where trust and respect were gained. The places where we used to have fun and 
enjoy. It’s really sad to say but those places, they’re slowly disappearing.”

Image credit: 
childrenvsclimatecrisis.org

Litokne is an 18-year-old whose family has lived on Ebeye 
Island, part of the Marshall Islands in the Pacific Ocean, for 
generations. However, the petition explains that Litokne and 
his family previously had to evacuate to a US army base when 
a severe tropical storm hit the region - and storms like this are 
becoming more common.

The Marshallese people rely on the oceans, making a living for 
themselves by fishing, but their livelihoods are under threat as 
sea levels rise and the water gets warmer. Litokne explains in the 
petition:
“My grandpa used to get more fish, like a lot more fish than the 
number of our family. But nowadays when we go fishing, you 
could come home with a bucket of nothing.”

The community on Ebeye Island also grows a lot of plants for 
food, medicines and other products. With the weather patterns changing and becoming 
more inconsistent, growing products will potentially become a lot more diffcult, again putting  
their livelihoods at risk.

Image credit: 
childrenvsclimatecrisis.org
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Activity: Climate Petition
If you are feeling inspired by the young people behind the #ChildrenVsClimateCrisis petition, 
why not start a petition of your own? It can be about anything you want to spread the word 
about, and you can start off as small as you like – no need to take it straight to the UN!

We have 4 recommended steps to making a good petition:

Try using our petition template and see who 
you can convince to make an important 
change! 

Set your goal
What do you want to achieve with your petition? 
For example, the #ChildrenVsClimateChange 
petition is asking the UN’s Committee on the 
Rights of the Child to make recommendations 
to five countries on what they can do to tackle 
climate change more effectively.

Some ideas might be trying to get more people 
to walk or cycle to school; getting more bins 
provided in local areas where there is a lot of 
litter; or to protest against a new coal mine 
being built.

You will have a good idea of how ambitious 
you want to be with your petition. Don’t worry 
if you feel like it’s something small - any positive 
change is worth fighting for!

Think about who your target is
Who do you want to pay attention to 
your petition? This should be a person - or 
people - who have power to help make 
the change you’re fighting for.

If you want to make a change at 
school, maybe your target could be the 
headteacher, or all the teachers. 

If you want to make a change in your 
community, it might be a local councillor 
or MSP. If your audience is more general, 
think about places you might be able to 
get them to look at your petition, such as 
in libraries, shops, or on social media.

Show people why they should support 
you
How does the issue affect people’s lives? 
It might be really obvious to you why it’s 
an important topic, but that doesn’t 
mean everyone else will understand 
right away. For example, you might feel 
really passionate about reducing levels 
of marine pollution. What is bad about 
marine pollution? How can you make it 
clear to people why it’s bad?

If your goal is clear, people are more 
likely to support your cause. Where 
possible, you can back it up with facts 
and evidence.

Collect signatures!
Petitions collect lots of 
signatures to make it clear 
to the target that lots 
of people think this is a 
problem that needs to be 
addressed. 

See how many people 
you can get to sign your 
petition!



dynamicearthonline.co.uk dynamicearthonline.co.uk

8

Europe
The Paris Agreement
The Paris Climate Agreement was signed by the European Union (EU) on December 12th, 
2015. This was a historic day for the EU: not only had they acknowledged that action 
needed to be taken but they had agreed to do everything in their power to keep the global 
temperature rise to a minimum of 2°C. 

Each country had to provide a plan of how they would cut emissions and help fight climate 
change. Unfortunately, many of these plans never left the paper and, as time went on, EU 
emissions kept rising. 

Young people in Europe were getting impatient and decided 
to take action into their own hands.

What is Fridays For Future?
FFF is a youth-led and organised global climate strike 
movement. Their list of demands are as follows:
1. Keep the global temperature rise below 1.5 °C compared 

to pre-industrial levels. 
2. Ensure climate justice and equity.
3. Listen to the best united science currently available. 

               

In addition to organising strikes around the globe, FFF provide guidance and resources on 
their website and spearheads many other causes such as:
• #UpRootTheSystem – Giving a voice to those most impacted by climate change and 

calling for an end to climate injustice.
• SOS AMAZONIA – Confronting the COVID crisis among traditional communities in the 

Amazon.
• CleanUPStandardChartered – Stopping bBanks from investing in, and financing, fossil fuels.
• WithdrawTheCap – Petitioning to change the current Common Agricultural Policy which is 

supporting industrial farms, the use of toxic chemicals and unsustainable land use.

Next up are some European Youth Climate Activists

 https://fridaysforfuture.org/
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Greta Thunberg

In August 2018, during the lead up to the 
Swedish elections, Greta Thunberg sat 
outside the Swedish Parliament demanding 
action on the climate crisis. 

It had been 3 years since the Paris Climate Agreement 
but nothing significant had actually been done to tackle 
climate change. The EU was still not on track to meet 
the targets set and the EU leaders didn’t seem to be 
bothered. Greta wasn’t having any of this, so she decided 
it was time governments took responsibility and started 
the very first school strike for climate. 

As more people joined her strikes the movement grew 
and #FridaysForFuture (or FFF) was born, quickly spreading 
across the globe. Now, millions of young activists are 
campaigning to save the planet. 

Greta wasn’t afraid to stand up for herself and our 
planet, and now she has inspired a whole generation to 
take control of their future and demand change. In her words: “You are never too small to 
make a difference”. Since then Greta has become the voice of the climate crisis in Europe, 
speaking at lots of different events such as COP24, COP25, the World Economic Forum and 
the UN Climate Action Summit. She also has presented a TED talk -and all this before her 18th 
birthday!. 

Born
2003

https://www.ted.com/talks/greta_thunberg_the_disarming_case_to_act_right_now_on_climate_change
https://www.Instagram.Com/gretathunberg/
https://twitter.Com/gretathunberg
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Luisa Neubauer

2015 was Luisa Neubauer’s first year studying 
geography at university. After learning about climate 
change in class she was shocked at how fast it was 
accelerating but was relieved to hear that countries 
were coming together to sign the Paris Climate 
Agreement. After years of no action being taken she 
knew that change wouldn’t happen without a fight. 

In 2018 she travelled to the UN Climate conference 
where she met Greta Thunberg and joined her climate 
strike. From there Luisa became the driving force 
behind Germany’s Fridays For Future movement. 

But this is not her only legacy, she has also written a book, completed a TED talk and even 
hosts her own climate podcast. More recently, Luisa joined a group of environmental activists 
who took Germany to court where a judge ruled that the German government’s climate 
protection measures were insuffcient to protect future generations and they had to make a  
change. 

Luisa is passionate about the planet and promoting a climate revolution. 
Her 4 first steps to becoming an activist and making a change are:
1. Change our understanding of who can be a climate activist. Anyone can be an activist - 

you don’t need to know everything, you just need to care. 
2. Leave our zone of Convenience. We need to make changes, ask questions and raise our 

voices. 
3. Join Forces. You don’t need to do this alone - a movement is more powerful than a single 

person. 
4. Take yourself more seriously. Climate change affects everyone and you have every right 

to stand up for yourself. 

Born
1996

https://www.ted.com/talks/luisa_neubauer_why_you_should_be_a_climate_activist?language=en
https://newsroom.spotify.com/2020-11-18/luisa-neubauer-presents-the-human-side-of-climate-change-in-the-new-spotify-original-podcast-15-grad/
https://www.instagram.com/luisaneubauer/
https://twitter.com/Luisamneubauer
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Isabelle Axelsson

Organiser of Fridays For Future Sweden, Isabelle 
Axelsson is an autistic climate justice activist studying 
human geography at Stockholm University. She is 
also the founder of Knowledge for Climate Action 
in partnership with Heart17. This education initiative 
provides accessible information on the climate crisis 
through videos, podcasts, short articles and social 
media, providing a platform for anyone to become a 
climate activist. 

Isabelle talks about channelling feelings of 
hopelessness, depression and anger into campaigning 
and fighting for climate justice. 

She is refreshingly honest about climate anxiety and feeling overwhelmed saying her 
stubbornness is what drives her to keep fighting for a better future for everyone. 

“Our politicians’ greed for money is putting people’s lives in danger and that makes me 
angry. The people most affected are contributing the least and that’s not fair.” 

She is an advocate for equality and a voice for those who are suffering from climate change 
because of the actions of others. 

Born
2000/1

https://heart17.com/
https://www.instagram.com/isabelleax_/
https://twitter.com/isabelle_ax

