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The young climate activists throughout this pack all have incomparable passion and 
determination to push for action in the fight against the climate crisis. This drive shows itself in 
lots of different ways, such as public speaking, community campaigns, and digital events that 
all increase the visibility of the plight that young people find themselves in.

Some youth climate activists have channeled their interests and concerns into particular 
causes, leading them to found their own project, movement or foundation. Because these 
are spearheaded and run by young people, they often better represent the views and 
concerns of young people than campaigns set up and run by adults. We wanted to highlight 
just a handful of organisations that have been founded by young activists, and encourage 

Founders

Polluters Out is a coalition of communities 
of young people around the world, co-
founded by Ayisha Siddiqa in the wake 
of COP25. It seeks to loosen the grip fossil 
fuel companies have on multiple facets of 

society.

Climate in Colour is an online platform to 
educate people on climate science and 
justice, with accessibility and diversity at the 
centre of the conversation. It was founded 
by Joycelyn Longdon during the first year of 
her PhD - she is studying the application of 
Artificial Intelligence to Climate Change.

The Sunrise Movement is a grassroots youth 
movement that has swept the USA, urging 
politicians to put the climate crisis at the 
centre of their policies and ensure a just 
transition from fossil fuels to renewable 
energy sources. It was co-founded by 

Varshini Prakash in 2015.

Choked Up is a campaign for tighter clean 
air laws in the UK, co-founded by Anjali 
Raman-Middleton following the death 
of one of her classmates as a result of air 

pollution.

you to investigate other ones out there that 
stand for any causes you might personally 
be interested in!
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Anjali Raman-Middleton is a sixth form student and youth climate activist from London. 

She grew up alongside the South Circular, a busy major London road. The area has illegal 
levels of air pollution and has led to Anjali witnessing the first-hand effects that air pollution has 
on poorer communities and people of colour who are more likely to live in the most polluted 
areas. This included the death of one of Anjali’s classmates, Ella Kissi-Debrah, whose cause of 
death was the first in the world to be recorded as due to air pollution.

These experiences led Anjali to co-found the 
organisation Choked Up along with fellow sixth form 
students Destiny Boka Batesa and Nyeleti Brauer-
Maxaeia. 

Choked Up is made up of black and brown teens living 
in some of the areas worst affected by air pollution. 

The most ethnically diverse communities in the UK 
experience the worst air pollution and the most 
deprived communities live with 22% more air pollution 
than the least but contribute to the problem much less 
than richer individuals. Air pollution in the UK is therefore 
not only an environmental issue but also a social justice 
issue.
Choked Up campaign to clean up the air by setting 
down the right to clean air in law.
Anjali says: “I want to see the government enshrine the 
right to breathe clean air into legislation. This would 
mean that any future decisions made on transport, 
industry and other key areas take into account the 
damage that could be done to our lungs.”

Anjali Raman-Middleton

Image credit: Twitter @anjali_lrm

More info:
• BBC News on Choked Up’s Air 

Pollution Campaign
• Air Pollution Guardian article 

by Anjali

Born
2003/4

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news/163408/ethnic-minorities-deprived-communities-hardest-pollution/
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/06/19/poor-most-exposed-to-air-pollution-caused-by-rich-study-finds/
https://www.instagram.com/chokedup_uk/
https://twitter.com/ChokedUp_UK
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-56372704
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-56372704
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/dec/17/breathe-air-ella-kissi-debrah-ruling-pollution-death
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/dec/17/breathe-air-ella-kissi-debrah-ruling-pollution-death
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Ayisha Siddiqa is a 21-year-old activist from 
Pakistan currently living in the USA. She has 
organised many campaigns to stop the 
climate crisis including one in 2019 which 
involved leading over 300,000 students onto 
the streets of New York to demand that the 
government act to protect the climate.

Much of her advocacy is centred around 
climate justice but also racial justice too.
She is the co-founder and co-coordinator 
of Polluters Out, a global coalition of young 
people and scientists from 80 countries to 
challenge the fossil fuel industry’s control of 
land. 

Polluters Out have also founded the 
Fossil Free University of which Ayisha is 
the Executive Director of Student Affairs. 
Fossil Free University is a training course for 
climate justice activists which teaches how 
to be a climate justice leader and fight the 
fossil fuel industry.

Ayisha Siddiqa

Image credit: Patagonia EU

More info:
• Fossil Free University
• Polluters Out

Born
1999/2000

https://pollutersout.org/
https://www.fossilfreeuniversity.org/
https://www.instagram.com/pollutersout/
https://twitter.com/pollutersout
https://www.fossilfreeuniversity.org/
https://pollutersout.org/
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Joycelyn Longdon is an intersectional 
climate campaigner meaning she not only 
campaigns to stop the climate crisis but also 
highlights how problems caused by climate 
change can intersect with other oppressions 
people may face such as due to race.

She is currently studying a PhD in the 
application of artificial intelligence to 
address climate resilience at Cambridge 
University. 

She is the founder of Climate in Colour, a platform which aims to make conversations around 
climate change more inclusive, accessible and colourful. 

The platform includes a weekly Substack newsletter which Jocelyn writes including climate 
news and book recommendations. She has taught a course on the colonial history of climate 
science and she also has a Climate in Colour Youtube channel where she interviews other 
intersectional climate campaigners and people of 
colour working in the climate sector. 

Joycelyn says, “Education is an extremely important 
solution to many global issues and the climate crisis 
is no different. I feel deeply called to teaching and 
learning and I want to dedicate a big chunk of my 
life to using this purpose for good.”

Joycelyn Longdon

Image credit: Twitter @climateincolour

More info:
• Climate in Colour 
• Interview with Joycelyn

Born
1997/8

https://climateincolour.com/
https://climateincolour.com/
https://www.alignedmag.com/people/joycelyn-longdon-challenging-colonial-climate-futures/
https://www.instagram.com/climateincolour/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/climateincolour
https://linktr.ee/joycelynlongdon
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8Wp9EmfpV7EUSrSJAonxzw
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Varshini Prakash is an American climate activist. 
Her awareness of the climate crisis was first sparked 
aged 11 when she saw footage of the 2004 
Indian Ocean tsunami on the news. It particularly 
resonated with her as it impacted Chennai in India, 
the area where her grandparents live.

While studying at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst she began to organise for climate action, 
including leading the campaign for the university 
to divest from fossil fuels, which successfully led the 
university to be the first large public university to 
divest.

In 2017, she co-founded the Sunrise Movement, of 
which she is now Executive Director. It is a youth-
led climate movement which campaigns to stop 
climate change and create green jobs.

She has won many awards and recognitions. In 2019 
she was on the Time 100 Next list and was awarded 
the Sierra Club John Muir Award.

She says, “When I was in high school, I had low self-esteem. I didn’t believe I was powerful or 
smart or worth investing in. But, when I became part of a campaign, knowing that there were 
thousands of people like me out in the world transformed me.”

Varshini Prakash

Image credit: Twitter @climateincolour

More info:
• Sunrise Movement
• Interview with Varshini
• Rolling Stone article

Born
1992/3

https://www.sunrisemovement.org/
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/
https://climateincolour.com/
https://www.vox.com/ezra-klein-show-podcast/2019/7/31/20732041/varshini-prakash-sunrise-movement-green-new-deal
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/sunrise-movement-varshini-prakash-climate-change-1193529/
https://www.instagram.com/sunrisemvmt/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/VarshPrakash


dynamicearthonline.co.uk dynamicearthonline.co.uk

30

Activity: DIY Air Sensor
You can do your own air quality investigation using some really simple things you can find 
around your home.

Equipment:
• Cardboard
• Ruler
• 1 pence piece
• String
• Scissors
• Sticky tape
• Magnifying glass 

How to Make your Air Sensor
1. Cut a rectangular piece of card 10cm x 4cm

2. Make three small circles by drawing around 
a 1 pence piece on the cardboard, one 
near the top, one near the middle and one 
near the base.

3. Using the scissors, carefully cut out the three 
circles so that you have a rectangular piece 
of cardboard with 3 holes in it.

4. On one side of the cardboard only, stick 
strips of sticky tape over the holes. One side 
should now be smooth and the other side 
should have 3 sticky circles.

5. Attach a piece of string to the top of your 
cardboard rectangle and hang outside for a 
day or longer.

6.  When you are ready bring your piece of 
cardboard inside and use your magnifying 
glass to see what is attached to the sticky 
tape. You may find pollen, soot or dust, all of 
these are referred to as particulate matter.

7. Try hanging new collectors in different areas 
and comparing what you find.
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Asia
Asia is the biggest continent in 
the world, stretching from Japan 
in the east all the way to the 
border with Europe in the west, 
and from the Arctic Circle in 
the north to the Equator in the 
south. 
 
This means that the landscapes 
and ecosystems contained in 
Asia are hugely varied and the 
impacts of climate change 
are very diverse. Because Asia 
covers 30% of the world’s land 
surface and 60% of the world’s 
population, understanding the 
impacts of climate change 
and how to counter them is 
incredibly important. 

A few of the impacts of climate change on countries in Asia are highlighted here but there 
are many more!

The Philippines
The Philippines is a country made up of many small 
islands in South East Asia. Its location near the tropics 
means that instead of the four seasons we have in 
the UK, it just has a wet season and a dry season. The 
high rainfall in the wet season is also accompanied 
by huge storms called typhoons. Rising global 
temperatures means that the dry seasons will get 
drier, the wet seasons will get wetter and there will be 
even more storms.

Why does an increase in global temperature cause 
more extreme weather?
Increasing temperatures means more evaporation 
from the sea. This builds up into big clouds which become big storms.  
In the Philippines in the dry season they experience even less rain and have more droughts, 
meaning it is harder to grow food and get safe drinking water. In the wet season they get 
more rain, which means they experience flooding and more frequent and more intense 
storms. These storms not only cause flooding but often damage important infrastructure like 
electricity, transport and sewage networks.

Image credit: National Geographic

Destruction after the Haiyan Typhoon in 
2013, one of the biggest tropical storms ever 

recorded.
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India
India is located in southern Asia and has many 
varied landscapes, ranging from deserts to 
jungles to the highest mountains in the world! 1.3 
billion people live in India, many of whom are 
subsistence farmers. This makes them particularly 
vulnerable to the increase of flooding and 
droughts caused by climate change. This cycle 
of flood and drought also impacts the supply 
of clean water, making it harder for people, 
especially those living in rural communities, to 
get access to safe water to drink.
 

Russia
Russia is the biggest country in the world! It is actually part of two continents, Europe and Asia 
- the boundary between the two is a mountain range in Russia called the Ureal Mountains 
which you can see as a line on the map.

Russia has a much colder climate than countries in South 
Asia, and as you can see from the map, it actually has 
large amounts of land in the Arctic Circle. This means 
that huge areas of Russia are covered in permafrost, a 
frozen mixture of mud and water just under the surface 
of the ground which never melts. In fact, 65% of the 
country is covered in permafrost! However, rising global 
temperatures means this has started to melt.

Why is melting permafrost a problem?
• Many towns and villages in Northern Russia are built 

on ground which was historically permanently frozen. 
When the permafrost starts to melt, these buildings no 
longer have stable foundations.

• When the permafrost melts, bacteria and viruses 
which have been trapped for thousands of years 
escape and have the potential to make humans very 
ill.

• Permafrost is a carbon sink (somewhere where 
carbon is trapped). While it is frozen the permafrost 
traps lots of dead plant material which cannot 
decompose, and that means the carbon trapped 
inside it cannot escape back into the atmosphere. 
As a result, as temperatures rise and permafrost melts 
more carbon dioxide and methane can escape into 
the atmosphere which then makes the planet warm 
further!

Ladakh, India during a drought. 
Image credit: Christopher Michel, CC BY 2.0

 Image credit worldatlas.com

Permafrost
 Image credit: NASA
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Mitzi is a climate justice activist based in 
Metro Manila, Philippines. She is the convenor 
and international spokesperson of Youth 
Advocates for Climate Action Philippines 
(YACAP) which is like the Fridays For Future of 
the Philippines. She is also active in Fridays for 
Future International, advocating for climate 
justice and making sure that voices of Most 
Affected Peoples and Areas (MAPA)’s strikers 
are heard, amplified, and given space. In 
2020 she was involved in planning the Global 
Climate strikes with Greta Thunberg and 
other activists.

She first became an activist in 2017 after 
integrating with indigenous leaders of her 
country which pushed her to realise that 
system change is what we need for a just 
and greener society. You can find her 
sharing her voice online on her own social 
media and writing for larger websites about 
issues surrounding climate and injustice in 
the Philippines, a country where activism is 
diffcult and sometimes dangerous to take  
part in.

Mitzi Jonelle Tan

Image credit: Twitter @mitzijonelle

More info:
• Wikipedia
• See. Hear. Act. Do.
• Youth Advocates 

for Climate Action 
Philippines

Born
1997

 
Mitzi was also one of the organisers for Mock COP26, a youth 
conference held ahead of COP26 which had delegates 
from 140 countries and focused on amplifying youth, 
indigenous and MAPA’s voices. The discussions, decisions 
and recommendations outlined by this conference are 
intended to influence the decisions being made by world 
leaders at COP26 in November 2021.

“My country, the Philippines, is one of the most vulnerable 
countries in the world to the climate crisis. I grew up with 
typhoons banging on my door and having to do my 
homework by the candle light because the electricity is out 
because of the typhoons.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitzi_Jonelle_Tan
https://shado-mag.com/author/mitzi-jonelle-tan/
https://yacap.org/mitzijonelle/
https://yacap.org/mitzijonelle/
https://yacap.org/mitzijonelle/
https://www.instagram.com/mitzijonelle/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/mitzijonelle
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At the age of nine Ridhima sued the Indian 
government over climate change. Her home 
state of Uttarakhand has been devastated by 
heavy rains, flash floods and deadly landslides. 

She wants her government to prevent any more 
damage, but unfortunately the government 
dismissed her demands. She is also part of the 
group of climate activists who filed a complaint 
to the UN, claiming that several countries had 
violated the UN Rights of the Child by their 
refusal to combat climate change. You can 
look at the #ChildrenVsClimateCrisis section of 
this booklet to find out more.

Ridhima comes from a family of climate 
activists - her father has been working in her 
home state for 16 years to fight the effects 
of plastic pollution and climate change. Her 
current campaigns are to improve the air 
quality in India and to completely ban plastic.

“I want a better future. I want to save my future. 
I want to save our future. I want to save the 
future of all the children and all people of future 
generations.” 

Ridhima Pandey

Image credit: Sanctuary Nature 
Foundation

More info:
• Wikipedia
• Ridhima makes BBC’s 

100 influential women 
list

• Young Naturalist Award 
2020

Born
2007

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ridhima_Pandey
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/uttarakhand-s-climate-change-activist-ridhima-pandey-in-bbc-s-list-of-100-most-influential-women-globally/story-XnXbpzfyJ53WTVknfHGEWP.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/uttarakhand-s-climate-change-activist-ridhima-pandey-in-bbc-s-list-of-100-most-influential-women-globally/story-XnXbpzfyJ53WTVknfHGEWP.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/uttarakhand-s-climate-change-activist-ridhima-pandey-in-bbc-s-list-of-100-most-influential-women-globally/story-XnXbpzfyJ53WTVknfHGEWP.html
https://sanctuarynaturefoundation.org/award/ridhima-pandey
https://sanctuarynaturefoundation.org/award/ridhima-pandey
https://www.instagram.com/ridhimapandeyy/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/ridhimapandey7?lang=en
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Rita is a climate activist based in Moscow, 
Russia, but she is originally from the far north of 
the country. 

She is a Fridays For Future coordinator which 
is particularly challenging in Russia because 
there are strict rules law prohibiting mass 
protest and people under 18 from organising 
protests. Many of their protests have to be 
done completely alone or in diffcult to  
reach locations because of the influence 
of these laws, and many climate activists in 
Russia have been sent to jail just for peaceful 
protests.

Her two biggest demands in Russia are to 
increase the education and awareness of 
climate change(something which is still not 
taught in schools in Russia), and for the Russian 
government to reduce its use of fossil fuels. 

She sees one of her biggest roles as a climate 
activist to be educating people,making sure 
that people in Russia understand  how climate 
change affects them.

“It can catch the attention of people, if they 
see someone standing with a poster that 
says ‘system change, not climate change’ 
for instance and then they are at least asking 
themselves ‘what does it mean? What’s 
the problem?’” 

Rita Naumenko

Image credit: globalwitness.org

More info:
• Meet the young 

Russian activists risking 
ther freedom for the 
climate

Born
2003/4

https://www.globalwitness.org/en/blog/meet-young-russian-activists-risking-their-freedom-climate/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/blog/meet-young-russian-activists-risking-their-freedom-climate/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/blog/meet-young-russian-activists-risking-their-freedom-climate/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/blog/meet-young-russian-activists-risking-their-freedom-climate/
https://www.instagram.com/paaiegen/
https://twitter.com/paaiegen?lang=en

